English Instruction
at the Lower School!

By Dr. Kenneth Hulslander, Lower School Principal

When I talk to people about the Lower School, I am often asked about the role
of English instruction at our school. Many tend to think that because so much of the
teaching at the upper school is done in English, that the same is true for us. The real-
ity is somewhat different. We teach core subjects in Arabic with an English science
class added at the intermediate level. Based on that, one might think that the school
would be running a regular English as a Second Language (ESL) program. Actually,
it is something far more nuanced and challenging than that. In one of our first-grade,
English classes, there are students who are nearly bilingual and others who are just
starting to learn English. In a fifth-grade class the same sort of configuration is found
making the situation challenging for teachers. In order to meet these challenges the
Lower School English staff were the first in the building to start the move to a fully
standards-based learning community.

Because our sixth-grade students will move to the upper school where everything
is taught in English, it is imperative that we have a strong, comprehensive English
program. The Lower School has gone a long way this year toward the establishment
of a high-level, dynamic program that can now be tracked over time for adjustments
and improvements.

As of today, we have finalized the list of objectives/standards for the program
and are now fine tuning the rubrics that are related to each of the objectives/stan-
dards. Indeed, the teachers from the English program have mastered the process to
the point that they are now helping teachers from other programs write their rubrics
and identify their standards. We have also rolled out Raz-Kids, an on-line reading
support program from Reading A-Z that helps students practice reading and com-
prehension skills at their level while building vocabulary and practicing grammar
structures. This program has been so successful that we have had several enquiries
from other schools about the program. There is a teacher/student interface that al-
lows teachers to monitor students’ reading level, see how many minutes they are on
the program each week and see the results of the online tests they are doing. We are
also rolling out the writing program from Reading A-Z which supports the writing
process in English.
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Upper School Sports News

The high point of our sports program
this year was the participation of our
boys and girls basketball teams in a
major tfournament in Jordan during the
second week of March. Teams from
several Middle Eastern Countries par-
ticipated in the tournament and the
school community was very proud of
our girls’ team who achieved second
place in the tournament.
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Adopting Rorogio!
By Duha Masri, Head of Preschool

The children in our kindergarten
are engaged in a project that reflects
genuine understanding of our school’s
core values of integrity, fairness, re-
spect and justice. Each year we explore
academic themes that provide oppor-
tunities for the children to collaborate
with their teachers, peers and families.
This encourages children as they begin
to believe that living by these core val-
ues empowers them to become ethical
leaders and global citizens. They also
learn that the time to begin is ... now!

This year’s theme is on the shared
responsibility we hold for our planet.
Students began with learning and re-
search. They went far beyond mere
academic knowledge by considering
how to be personally involved.

During the research and learning phase, children came across the ivory trade
of tusks in Kenya which often orphans new-born elephants. Our kindergartners
were concerned and looked for a way to take action. With the help of teachers and
parents, we got in touch with The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust (https://www.
sheldrickwildlifetrust.org) who cares for orphaned elephants.

Rorogio was orphaned by poachers
and adopted by kindergartners.

continued on page 3

Lower School News in Brief

By Kenneth Hulslander, Lower School Principal

Lower school students at their break time

I am in my eighth month of service at the Lower School and am happy to report
a continued positive evolution of the projects undertaken by the Lower School staff
and myself.

Primary among these projects is our move to a completely standards-based learn-
ing community and grading system. Our goal is to have objectives/standards and
assessment rubrics in place across the curriculum by the end of the current school
year. This process is being done in a way that completely supports the International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (PYP) process in our school.

Speaking of PYD, in January of this year, Duha Masri and Frieda Khayyat at-
tended PYP coordinator training in Amman, Jordan. They were accompanied by
seven teachers who attended implementation workshops and visited PYP schools in

Amman before returning to Ramallah. Everybody came back energized and with a
much deeper understanding of the PYP process and the work that we needed to do.
I am also happy to announce that there are some great construction/improve-

ment projects going on at the Lower School. We just recently completed a new play-
ground area near the entrance gate on Friends Street. Not only does this project pro-

continued on page 3



Adopting Roragio, continued from page 2

Children learned that caring for orphaned ele-
phants is made possible by people who step forward,
leading them to decide to adopt one. They made and
sold holiday cards in the community to raise money
and spread awareness of the damage done by ivory
trade. As a result, the Ramallah Friends kindergar-
ten now sponsors Rorogio who was born on August
10, 2012, and was orphaned by poachers in Kenya.
But she is a very robust little elephant who was lucky
enough to be rescued thanks to many people who
ensured help came her way and now continue to care
for her until she can become independent.

The children did not stop with adopting Ro-
rogio. They are now engaged in conversations with
their teachers, families and school partners on how
to support a local zoo in Qalgilya, Palestine. Such
opportunities for children to know and care for their
world are pivotal to us here at the kindergarten of
Ramallah Friends Schools. Our children recognize
that these opportunities are important to their com-
mitment in solving problems, and that it is possible
for them to care for humans, animals and the planet.

continued from page 2

vide students with a new place to play, but, thanks to
a substantial donation from OshKosh, we also have
new playground equipment and an all-sand play
area. We are very excited about the potential of this
space. In addition, we are in the process of rebuild-
ing the outdoor drinking fountain area. The new site

will be more functional and much more esthetically

pleasing. This transformation has also allowed us to
widen the stairs to the lower playgrounds and add
some accessibility features.

Finally, so you know that we are not all work
and no play — in January around 50 teachers, staff
members, the assistant principal, Frieda Khayyat and
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I went a one-day excursion to Golan Heights. We visited a Druze community on the
Syrian border, a fortress from the time of the Crusades and the source of the Jordan
River. We had a great time and are already planning our next trip to Haifa this spring.
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A poster created by kindergarten
students about Rorogio

Lower school teachers during their
school trip to Golan Heights




MUN at the RFS!

By Olivia Grugan, Upper School English Teacher and Director of MUN club

As the director of the Model United Nations (MUN) club
at the Ramallah Friends School (RFS), I have learned that our
students are different.

In October, our club hosted a speaker from an educational
company for MUN called “Best Delegate.” He came to the
Upper School from the United States and gave a two-hour
workshop on MUN skills. Towards the end of his presenta-
tion, the workshop leader asked our students, “What do you
think of the UN?” As I've learned to expect from Friends
School students, many hands shot into the air. The first stu-
dent that was called upon said, “I think it’s ineffective.”

As any strong teacher would, the speaker didn’t show his
initial reaction and asked the student to elaborate. Soon a
handful of students (including some of the members of our
MUN board) were explaining why they think the UN repre-
sents an unfair balance of power between nations, why it is in-
capable of providing many of the services it promises and how
it could be made better — or even, what institutions could
exist in its place and be far more effective.

After the workshop was over and most students had left,
this facilitator admitted to me that he has led this same work-
shop at countless schools in many countries. In all of his expe-
riences he has never had students share this opinion. I asked
him what the typical response has been. “Students generally
talk about how impactful, transformative and effective the
UN is,” he responded. But at the Friends School, for the first
time, he heard students criticize the institution itself.

So what does this incident say about our students?

Upper School News in Brief

By Mahmoud Amra, Upper School Principal

IB Program

The school has been identified this year by the International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) to carry out a five year extensive
self-study and complete a program evaluation questionnaire. The
process requires the participation of all stakeholders: governors,
staff, parents and students. All teachers and staff members who are
involved in the IB Diploma program have completed their part of
the self- study. We are now in the process of receiving feedback from
parents through a questionnaire that was developed in cooperation
with a specialized center managed by a parent who volunteered to
help. Once all the feedback is gathered from all parties, the school
will send a detailed report to the IBO who will evaluate the imple-
mentation of the program at the school and send us back a report
with the commendations and recommendations.

CHENNAI ™
MODEL UNITED
NATIONS
AISC, CHENNAI
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RFS students attending the MUN conference in India

Well, first of all, it says the students are everything that
teachers want them to be: independent thinkers.

It says these students won't settle for “good enough.” They
are committed to finding ways to make things better.

It also says that while they are the idealists we all expect
teenagers to be, they are also realists who won't allow adults
to fool them into thinking things are under control. They un-
derstand they are entering a world that is going to need a lot
of work.

I’'m excited to see what they will do about it.

MUN Conferences

This year, the members of the Model United Nations (MUN)
club worked throughout the entire summer preparing for the sec-
ond MUN conference in Palestine that took place in November. The
MUN Conference was very successful with many participants from
several Palestinian schools. Our students also participated in MUN
conferences in India, Jordan and Turkey.

Students Exchange Program

The school, once again, nominated two students for each of our
partner schools: Westtown School, Sidwell Friends School, George
School and Penn Charter School. These four Quaker Schools have
generously offered to accept one student each and to provide schol-
arships for them. Each of these schools will interview the two nomi-

nated students and select one of them to study there for the aca-
demic year 2014-2015.

continued on page 5




I Learned a lot about “walls” this Fall

By Joseph Grugan, 11th grade Upper School student

As a child, T was generally content to remain inside the walls that surrounded me.
I played sports, practiced guitar and attended church. I never tried to step outside my
walls until this summer when my sister suggested I move with her to the West Bank of
Palestine to complete high school at the Ramallah Friends School. When I made the
decision to go with my sister, I knew I was breaking down almost every wall that had
surrounded my life. There were many things for which I was prepared to be unpre-
pared. I was ready to adjust to a new schedule, a new language, a new culture, a new
climate and new food. But I was not prepared for “The Wall.”

It wasn’t until I was standing beneath the Israeli separation wall, staring up at the
eight meters of cold, grey concrete, that I was really able to grasp what it meant not
to be free. The wall I was standing under keeps my Palestinian classmates from par-
ticipating in Model United Nations in Jerusalem. It closes off certain marketplaces to
entrepreneurs from whom I buy produce every week. It separates my neighbors from
their families. The wall will continue to determine what Palestinians can and cannot
do for the foreseeable future.

I have gained a greater appreciation for my freedom since moving to Palestine. As
a person who can choose his own walls, I can study where and what I like. Soon I will
return to the United States to study at an American university, where I look forward
to sharing my story of life behind the wall.

continued from page 4

Christmas Celebration

Our students celebrated Christmas
this year by organizing a Christmas Carols
evening which was attended by hundreds
of students and parents. The audience en-

joyed and participated with our choir in

singing traditional Christmas Carols.

White Gifts

The school’s white gifts committee
managed this year to raise over US $6000
during the months of November and De-
cember through bake sale and other fund-
raising activities. The money was then
donated to charitable organizations and
some families who are in need.
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Joseph Grugan, an 11th grade Upper School student

Bake sale at the Upper School




From the Director’s Office

By Joyce Ajlouny, RFS Director

Quaker Links

Our school would not have survived 145 years of turmoil and
hardship if it weren't for our noble Quaker mission which is further
fermented by the various and precious partnerships we have with
Friends from around the globe.

This winter the school had the pleasure of receiving Colin Sax-
ton, FUM’s General Secretary, and Eden Grace, FUM’s Director of
Global Ministries. Being that they were both fairly new to their posi-
tions, this was an important visit that further familiarized them with
the school community. It was heartening to see them interact and
build relationships with the students, teachers, administrators and
board members. I could see the pride in their faces as they saw first-
hand what a profound impact FUM’s work, through the Ramallah
Friends School, has on the lives of its students and the wider com-
munity. Reading newsletters and reports don’t have the same impact
as visiting because “seeing is believing” and more important-
ly “seeing is feeling” how individual lives are touched. The
school community enjoyed connecting with Colin and Eden
and asked them to return often.

Back in the US, I had the pleasure of attending the
Bethesda Monthly Meeting’s (BMM) Spring Fling — a lively
annual event that generates funds for our scholarship fund.
This program has been in place for over thirty years, thanks
to the initiative of BMM member China Jessup and the ef-
forts of many that continued to sustain the program. Attend-
ing the function was quite a treat as I really enjoyed the social
interaction, food, auction, music and the friendships formed.

However, I was most touched by the “behind the scenes” ef- Bethesda Monthly Meeting’s
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fort of those who organized the event this year and throughout the past three de- ip e s ot g

or scholarships of Ramallah

cades. I wish I could have brought our students with me to show them that there Friends Schools

are many who care about them, pray for them and raise funds that help transform
their lives. For now, they’ll have to make do with my word . . . and some pictures.
At the same time, the Ramallah Friends Schools had the pleasure of receiving
delegations of students, staff and board members from sister Quaker schools in the
US. Four of these schools provide a full annual scholarship for one of our sopho-
mores to attend their schools. We recently received news of the generous scholar-
ships our students are provided from Quaker colleges, like Earlham and Guilford.
Such partnerships, along with those from the various monthly and yearly meet-
ings and from F/friends who continue to send us support, greetings and prayers,
are essential as we continue to move forward as a leading school in Palestine. They
are an important reminder of our remarkable Quaker testimonies that ensure our
students are given hope, dignity and the opportunity to reach their potential as

value-led learners and human beings.




Participate in the
future of the

Friends School,
with your tax-
deductible gifts!

U Yes, | would like to contribute to the Ramallah Friends School:

U Scholarships and Child sponsorship*

Q General Award (any amount)  $

0 ESJ Award (min. $2,500)
Q Preferences (age, gender, other):

1 Where most needed $

U Enclosed is my total contribution of U.S.$

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail

U.S. $ Gifts: Tax-deductible gifts should be made payable to the Ramallah Friends

School and sent to: Global Ministries, Friends United Meeting, 101 Quaker Hill Drive,

Richmond, IN 47374-1926, or online at www.fum.org.

Sterling (£) Gifts: should be made payable to the Quaker International Educational
Trust (QUIET), noting “for Ramallah” on the back and saying if Gift Aid may be
claimed, and sent to: QUIET, Yew Tree House, Church Street, Bloxham, Banbury, OX15
4ET or Brian Morphy at QUIET, Tel: 01295 720019; e-mail: brianmorphy @tiscali.co.uk.

*Donate either to the General Award Fund (partial, any amount) or ESJ Award Fund

(full). Tuition fees for 2013-14 range from U.S. $2,800 to $3,100.

For further information and inquiries, feel free to contact our office at development@

rfs.edu.ps or Tel: +972-2-295-2286, www.palfriends.org.

Support RFS through Online Giving!

Through an initiative aimed at saving money and resourc-
es, we have begun to shift much of our correspondence

online. Donations can now be made with the click of a

mouse on our completely secure online donation page

(designed and supported by eCommerce, a U.S.-based
company). Donations made through this secure site are
U.S. tax-deductible; please visit our web page for other

donation methods. As always, we will never share your
information with a third party. Visit www.palfriends.org

and click “Donate” for more information.

Friends School, Ramallah/Al-Bireh Scholarship Donors,

Restricted and General, November 1, 2013 - March 31, 2014

Don O r Th q n kS We would like to thank the following people for their recent donations to Ramallah Friends School:

Abboud, Charles

Abramson, Nicholas & Helaine
Meisler

Abughaida, Dareen

AFSC

Ajlouny, Joyce & Ziad Khalaf

Ajlouny, Nadim &Rima

Alihassan, Bayan

Alley, Kamis

Alnahhas, Yazan

Alshawa, Azzam

Amesbury Friends Meeting

Arafat-Ray, Sahar

Association of Writers

Assousa, Dr.George

Barghouti, Ziad

Baskett, Thomas

Bates, Joseph & Mary Louise

Beach, Eleanor Ferris & Robert Haak

Beane, Marian

Bell, Malcolm & Nancy

Berggren, Jean

Bergus, George & Rebecca Way

Birmingham Monthly Meeting

Bishop, Samuel & Louise

Bismarck Friends Meeting

Bogott, Fred & Carolyn

Booth, Tracy & Donald

Boullata, Peter

Bourns, Ruth

Boyce, Rick & Martha Viehmann

Braun, Jens & Spee

Brokaw, Fran

Brown, Judith & Jack

Cairo Amman Bank

Carpenter, Marshall & Mary

Carter, Max & Jane

Cazden, Courtney B

Central Elections Commission

Chakoian, Dave & Lynn

Chamberlin, John & Shannon

Church Of The Savior United Church
Of Christ

Clark, Katharine & Brian

Contreras, John & Paige

Cook, Rajie & Margit

Coolidge, Bruce

Costello, Thomas & Sandi

Cradler, Christine & Lawrence Ferguson

Davidson, Ann

Davison, John

Davol, Drs. Peter B & Anna L

Dodd-Collins, Ann

Donatucci, Kathi & Peter

Donovan, Shawn

Dover Friends

Drysdale, Robert & Patricia Higgins

Durham Friends Meeting

Dyson-Cobb, Margaret

Dyson-Cobb, Peggy & Bill King

Embassy, Canadian

Erickson, Gwendolyn Gosney

Frederick Monthly Meeting

Fruth, M

Gardner, Sid

Gentile, Ralph Bowerman & Jo-Dee
Grant

Gergely, Tomas & Ana

German Quakers (Quakerhilfe)

Germanacos, Anne

Ghazi, Hani

Gilmore, Elizabeth

Grantham, Grey & Shelby

Grass Lake Medical Center

Greensboro First Friends

Groff, Elizabeth

Grunko, Michael & Elizabeth

Guenther, Fred & Ruth

Gwynedd Monthly Meeting

Hallward, Christopher & Maia

Halsted, Ted

Hanna, Imad & Sheela Herr-Hanna

Hanover Friends Meeting

Harb, Charles & Rita

Harb, Shawki

Hardit-Singh, Anil

Hatanaka, Anita Louisa Beck

Hathaway, Brad & Susan

Hawkins, Bruce & Ruth

Hawthorn, Margaret

Hays, Laura

Heaton, George

Henderson, Scott & Jennifer
Perkins

Herreid, Richard & Karen

Higgins-Biddle, Lesley & John

Hilden, Joy & Robert

Holden, Christine

Houston, Nancy & Stephen

Husseini, Ismail M

Hussey, Tim

Indiana Yearly Meeting

Indianapolis First Friends

lowa Yearly Mtg Conservative

Irish Quaker Faith in Action

Jaquette, Stratton C

Jemigan, Otis McCrory

Johnson, Joel & Colleen

Jordan, Lois

Joscelyn, Miriam

Kaibni, Maysoon & Helen Jaber

Kaibni, Nihad & Susie

Kamal, Rasem

Kassis, Issa

Katkhuda, Suhail

Keaney, Elizabeth

Kendall, David & Anne

Keyes, Mary & Joseph

Khalaf, Ashraf & Fahima

Khalaf, Emile & Iris

Khan, Jennifer & Tarek

Khan, Tarek & Josephine

Khoury, Mounir & Sahar

King, Maurine

Kraske, Huda & Jochen

Kreitem, Rhonda & George

Kristensen, Eric W

L, Ervin & Alison M Stanley

Ladah Foundation

Lane, Raymond M & Laura A Jacobi

Langley Hill Friends

Lansdowne Monthly Meeting

Lathrop, Donald & Marion

Lear, Amy

Lemle, J Stuart

Lodge, Polly & Richard O'Hern

Lotus Company

Lowe, Anthony & Judith UpChurch

Mabbs, Bob

MacArthur, Hugh & Rhea McKay

Mangelsdorf, Paul & Mary

Manousos, Anthony

Matossian, Dr Mary Kilbourne

Maury River Friends Meeting

McCosker, Timothy J. & Phebe
McCosker

McFarlane, Virginia

McGrew, Ralph & Alexandra K.
Heder

MD, Leila & Ziad Deeb

Miles, Frank

Miles, Stephen & Ingrid

Mims, William C

Mitchell, Penelope

Mitchell-Olds, Cheryl

Moke, Paul & Patti Kinsinger

Monego, Thomas & Sarah

Nagler, Donald & Nancy

Nelson, Marjorie E

Neugass, Richard

New Brunswick Monthly Meeting

New Garden Friends

Newtown Presbyterian Church

Nicholson, Bertha May

Nishioka, Takeo & Linda

Nolan, Bernard & Brenda

North Carolina Yearly Meeting

Northwest Yearly Meeting

Nutting, Peter West

Othman, Polly

Parker, Derek

Patterson, Dick & Sharon

Perkins, Jennifer

Petros, Sam

Piotrowski, Patricia & Robert White

Pleasant Plain Friends

Poleske, Lee

Polly and Bengt Ohman

Poston, Chip

Praetorius, Robert

Quaker International Education a
Trust (QUIET)

Quaker Service Sweden

Rahway & Plainfield Friends Mtg

Ramallah Municipality

Rawabi

Rawitscher, Joyce McKelvey

Rea, Sandy

Reece, Norval & Ann

Reinhart, Carol & M Stoppacher

Roanoke Friends Meeting

Rodley, J Houge E

Salamy, June & Henry Krisch

Salzberg, John &Toshiko

San Francisco Friends Meeting

Santa Barbara Friends Meeting

Seese, Elsie

Severance, Shannon R

Shaheen, Teresa Harden & Frank
Shaheen

Shami, Farouk

Shea, Alexandra & Aaron Colin

Shepherd, John & Kathy

Shihadeh, Ghassan

Smith, Max & Anne

Solbert-Sheldon, Elizabeth

Southwest Friends Financial Dev Corp

Stettenheim, Joel & Signe Taylor

Stoltzfus, Margaret

Stones, Living

Sturm, Alice

Tempe Friends Meeting

Thomas, Lee

Thompson, Eric & Joan

Thompson, Gail & Seth Frazier

Thornell, Richard & Carolyn Atkinson

Totah, Nabeeh | & Barbara Noble-
Totah

Turpin, Joanne & Sharon

Tussing, Katharine

Underhill, Wanda

UNDP

University Friends Meeting
Unruh, Jo-Anne

Updegraff, James & Kristin
USFW Chatham Friends Church
USFW First Friends of Whittier
Vassalboro Quarterly Mtg of Friends
Vaughan, William

Viehmann, Martha

Wagoner, Todd & Wendy
Webb, Margaret

Wells, Anne W. & Robert L.
Wenner-Calhoun, David & Amanda
West Knoxville Friends Meeting
Western YM Financial Trustees
Wilderness Friends Meeting
Williams, Randy & Francy
Wilson, Jean

Xavier, Marjorie

Zaru, Carol

Zaru, Saleem & Carol

In Memory of:
Sami K Suleiman by Penelope Mitchell
Tommy Battat by Anne Germanacos
James P Cradler by Christine Cradler
Peter and Elizabeth Jonitis

by Christine Holden
Suheila Ajluni by Virginia McFarlane
Alice and Fouad Abboud

by Charles Abboud

: Dan, Rebecca, Stephen

by Ingrid Miles
Mead Atwater Kelsey by Miriam Joscelyn
Nancy Quigley by Ruth Bourns
Dr. Rolla Foley by George Assousa
Retired Teacher Catherine Fruth

by Margaret Fruth
Eli & Sybil Jones by Peter West Nutting
Nassif Jabbour by Sam Petros
George Scherer by Carolyn Bogott
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Above: RFS choir singing at the Christmas
Carols evening

Above: The new playground at the
Lower School

Right: Fourth graders at the lower
school wearing the Palestinian national
costumes during one of their projects




